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CELTIC FAIRIES 



Visions and Beliefs in the West of Ireland (2 vols.) , collected 

and arranged by Lady Gregory, with two essays and notes 

by W. B. Yeats. G. P. Putnam's Sons. 
Irish Fairy Tales, by James Stephens, illustrated by Arthur 

Rackham. Macmillan Co. 
The Boy Apprenticed to an Enchanter, by Padraic Colum, 

illustrated by Dugald Stewart Walker. Macmillan Co. 

Although the books here listed are not strictly in Poetry's 
province, their highly imaginative content places them so 
near it that we must recommend them briefly to our readers. 

Lady Gregory's beautiful and scholarly work presents 
the raw material out of which the modern Irish poets, headed 
by Synge and Yeats, have shaped masterpieces, and from 
which their successors will continue to draw so long as 
there are Irish poets. In setting forth thus the "Celtic con- 
sciousness of an imminent supernaturalism," the distinguished 
editor uses the names and the exact language of the in- 
dividuals who tell the tales, giving thus to her book the 
value of direct testimony, as well as the vigor and beauty 
of that folk-diction which Synge has immortalized. The 
scope of the work is indicated by such sectional sub-titles as 
Sea Stories, Seers and Healers, The Evil Eye, Banshees and 
Warnings, Friars and Priest Cures. Mr. Yeats' essays and 
notes are of course not only competent but sympathetic. 

Mr. Stephens' beautiful book is a poet's retelling of some 
of the old Celtic folk-tales, tales handed down from long ago 
in the manner Lady Gregory's collection makes us under- 
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stand. It goes without saying that the tales are shaped into 
compact form by this close stylist without loss of simplicity 
and charm. And Mr. Rackham's illustrations are a return 
to his best manner and most imaginative mood. 

This book and Mr. Colum's are for children in the sense 
only that some of the world's best literature has been so 
intended ; but no grown-up who loves imaginative and 
poetic folk stories should deny himself the pleasure of such 
work by poets at play. One is "apprenticed to an enchanter" 
in reading Mr. Colum's book; and his paraphrases of the 
classic epics — Homer, the Norse sagas, etc. — may also be 
recommended to any child, young or old, as examples of 
vivid and beautiful imaginative prose. H. M. 

A LITTLE SCHOOL FOR THE ELECT 

The Little School, by T. Sturge Moore. Harcourt, Brace 

and Howe. 

The little school for which Mr. Moore writes his lovely 
book is obviously the sort of school that an artist like Mr. 
Moore would "plan. Its teacher would be a painter or en- 
graver or poet, while the pupils would be girls and boys with 
the vision and the appreciation of the developing artist. 

Naturally this is not the kind of school or book that chil- 
dren nourished on the red and yellow humor of Rudolph 
Dirks or even the monotonous wholesomeness of The Youth's 
Companion will greatly care for. It is too quiet, too re- 
flective, too full of beauty. But this fact is not against it. 
The child with parent or teacher of sense and apprecia- 
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